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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 through 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ritchie et al U.S. Pat. No. 5,988,382. 

Ritchie et al discloses a tool suspension plate for a screwdriver set comprising: a 
base with a top, a bottom and two sides (Figure 2); a resting flange formed on the 
bottom of the base having multiple through holes defined in the resting flange in 
different sizes to adapt to respectively accommodate shafts of screwdrivers in the 
screwdriver set (70); a positioning bracket (80) detachably mounted to the base (Figure 
2) and having an inner side abutting the base and multiple positioning cutouts (82) 
defined in the positioning bracket (80) in different sizes to extend to the inner side to 
adapt to respectively accommodate handles of screwdrivers in the screwdriver set; and 
multiple stop plates (Figure 1 , 46) formed on the base near the top, each stop plate 
respectively aligning with one of the through holes (Figure 1, 74) and adapted to abut a 
top of the handle of a respective one of the screwdrivers (the device Ritchie et al is fully 
capable of performing the function as set forth in Claim 1 , see Figures 1 and 2). 
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As to Claim 2, (80), additionally it is noted that the "Wherein" clause (i.e. "wherein 
the positioning bracket has two ends and two locking sheets respectively formed on the 
two ends of the positioning bracket; each locking sheet has a hole defined through the 
locking sheet; and two end brackets are formed on the base to engage respectively with 
the locking sheets, wherein each end bracket has a locking hole defined in the end 
bracket to align with the hole in a corresponding one of the locking sheets to engage 
with the locking sheet by means of a locking pin") does not distinguish over Ritchie et al, 
which includes a locking sheet (80) with all of the aforementioned features, that can be 
locked into place with locking pins (84). 

In addition, Claims 3 and 4 do not distinguish over Ritchie et al, which discloses a 
positioning bracket that is a long strip with a middle portion and has a strong post with a 
channel, a locking hole defined on the base to align with the channel and a locking pin 
that extend through the channel and the locking hole (See Figure 2). 

As to Claim 5, additionally it is noted that the "Wherein" clause (i.e. "wherein the 
base further has two suspension holes defined near the top of the base.") does not 
distinguish over Ritchie et al, which includes two suspension holes located near the top 
of the base (Figure 1, 108m 110). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Kao (6,742,653), Sandrick (3,337,058), Quitmann 
(4,586,615), Lin (6,834,767), Chen (6,536,611), Chuan (6,585,018), and Lee 
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(6,164,463) references are cited for illustrating various tool holders having the 
suspension plate and position bracket configurations. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lindsay M. Maguire whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6039. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR sysiem, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

LMM 




